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A Proteſtant s Reſolution, E c. 


QE SON. 


H WF many Religions ate there in the Wor. 41 2 
fey . Four. 
Q. Which are they? 
4. Pagan, Jewiſh, Mahometan, Chriſtian, 
| which of theſe Religions are you? 
A. Of the Ghriftian Religion. 


* 


22 How nay 2 952 lay claim to the Chriſtian Re- ; 


Deion * ? 
A. Two principally. 
Q. Which be they, and how. are they called? 
A, The Papiſt and the Proteſtant. 
Of which of theſe Parties are ou ? 
A "Of the Proteftant. 
Q What underſtand you by a Proteſtant ? | 
4 One who takes part with thoſe, who formerly 


Church of Rome. | 
Q. What are thoſe Errors? 
| A. They are ver . many: I am ready to give an 
Account 7 fome of their principal ones. 
Q. What is the firſt Error? 
* A. In that they forbid the Bible to be * in 
"EH at dhe vulgar Tongue. 
2 - © Q. What is your Opinion in this Thing concerning the 
Scriptures * 2 | 
A. The Scriptures were written for the Uſe of 
| the Common People; and therefore ſhould be tran- 
Hated into known Tongues. TIS Ap 
Q. hat End? 2 5 | | 'T 
A. That they may be heard, lead, dender. 
good of 211. N 1 : i 
N T. How prove you that 7 = EN EP 
1 * "Becauſe the Lord frequently 3 the 


2 ing of the Scriptures b the Peo le, and ſo- 
bs 3 | c Fe lemaly 


proteſted againſt the Errors and Corruptions of the 
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lemnly charges the reading of them to. the Peoples 
Q. Where is the Command t 7 1 5 
I. Dent. 31. 11. Thou ſhalt read this Law before 
all Iſrael in their hearing. John. 5, 39 · Search 
he Scriptures, for: in them ye think ye have ęter- 

nal Life. .. A&s 15. 21. Aoſes hath in every City 
them that preach him, being read in the Syna- 


hogue every Sabbath-day, Eph. 3, 4. Whereby 


when ye read, ye may underſtand my Knowledge 
in the Myſtery of Chriſt, Col. 4. 16. When this. 
Epiſtle is read amongſt you, cauſe that it be read 


alſo in the Church of rhe Laodiceans, and that ye 


alſo read the Epiſtle from Laodicea. 1: Thef, 5. 27 
I charge you by the LORD, that | this Epiſtle be 
read unto all the holy Brethren, Rev. 1. 3. \Blef- 


Yſcd is he that readeth, and they that hear the 


Words of this Prophecy. arts x} 
Q. What is a 2d Error of the Pabiſt ?? 
A. Their receiving unwritten Traditions with e- 
everence, as we receive ithe 

Holy Scriptures. | 4 

Q. Wherein lieth the Evil of this Opinion? | 

A. In this namely, in making Traditions of 
Men equal in Dignity and Authority with the 
expreſs Revelation of GOD. 41888 

Q. What is your Opinion in this Matter ? 

A. That the Scriptures in themſelves are a full 
ſuffieient, and perfett Rule... 

Q. How prove ye that? | e 

4. Becauſe it containeth all Things that are ne- 
ceſſary for Men to believe, and do in order to e- 
ternal Life; I/. 8. 20. To the Law, and to the 
Teſtimony, if they ſpeak not according to this 


Word, it is becauſe there is no Light in them. John. 
20. ZI. Theſe are written, that ye may believe, 


hat Jeſus is the Chriſt the Son of God, and that 
delieving ye might have Life through his Name. 
21. 1. 8. Tho' we, or an Angel from Heaven 

breach any other Goſpel, than that which we have 
1 preached 


* 


1 ” he © | Sa 


7 5 1 a ] | ; 2 Ws 2 | 

_ preached unto you, let him be aceurfed. Eph. 2. 
29, Built upon the foundation of the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief 
Corner Stone. 2 Tim. 3. 16. 17. From a Child 
thou haſt known the holy: Scriptures, which are 


able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation through 


Faith, which is in Chriſt jeſus. That the Man 
of God may be perfect, throughly farniſhed (marg, 
perfected) unto all good Works. 5 for 
Q. What is a 3d Error of the Papiſts ? 5 
4. That we are to believe the Scriptures upon 
*#he ſole Authority of the Church. e 
Q. Mberein lieth the evil of this Opinion? g? 
A. It lierh in this, namely, that men being liable 
to Miſtakes, 2 lead me in to Errors, ſo that I can 
never be ſure, that what I take as my Rule, is in- 
deed that right one of God's preſcribing : Therefore 
the teſtimony of the Church cannot be the only or 
the chief Reaſon of our believing the Scripture to 
to be the Word of God. Eph.'2. 20. Built upon the 
Foundation of the Prophets and Apoftles, ' Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner Stone! 1 'Theſ. 
2. 13. For this Cauſe thank we God without cea- 
Fing, becauſe when ye received the Word of God, 


which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the i 


Word of Men, but (as it is in truth) the Word of 
God, aubich effeFually worketh alſo in you that believe. 
Q: What then is the chief Reaſon of our Belief of 
the Scriptures ? DT OY, | 
HA. The Teſtimony of the Spirit of God, in the 
Word it (elf, witneſſing it to be of God. Pf. 119. 
105. Thy Word is a Lamp unto my Feet, and a 
Light unto my Path. Pro. 6. 23. The Command- 
ment is a Lamp, and the Law is Light. Zeb. 4. 12. 
The Word of God is quick and powerful, and 
Marper than any wo- edged Sword ; piercing, even to 
the dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, and of the 
— and Marrow, and is a Diſcerner of the 
Thoughts and Intents of the Heart. 2 Pet. 1. 19. 
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We have alſo a more ſure Word of Prophecy, 
whereunto-you do well that ye take. heed, as unto 
a Light that ſhineth in a dark Place, until the 
Day dawn, and the Day-ſtar ariſe in your Hearts. 
Q. What is a 4th; Error of the Papiſt ? 
4A. In aſſerting the Infallibility of their Pope and 
Church, and that every Man muſt ſubmit his Faith 
and Conſcience to them. | | 
Q. Do the Papifts any where aſſert this? | 
4. Ves: And Bellarmine in particular layeth 
down this Poſition, That if the Pope commands 
the practice of Vice; and forbids virtuous Acti- 
ons, the Church is bound to believe Vices to be 
good, and Virtues to be bad, Bel. de Pontif. Rom. 
lib. 4. = 5. | ds os ke 3 
Q. What is the Proteſtant Belief in this Matter? 
_ 4. That there is no humane, ſupream, infallible 
Judge in the Church of God, to whom all Chriſti- 
ans are obliged to ſubmit their Faith and Conſei- 
ence in all Matters of Religion. 
: Q. How, prove ye that? io wh uit K 7 
A. From three Reaſons; 1. Becanſe, it is a greater 
Authority than the Apoſtles did ever claim, 2 Cor. 
I. 24. Not for that we have Dominion over your Faith, 


| but are Helpers of your Foy ; for by Faith ye ftand. 


2. Becauſe it is contrary. to. Chriſt's Command, 
concerning; trial of Doctrine. 1 Pet. 3. 15. Be 
ready alcuiſe to give an Anſwer to every Man that asketh 
you, a Reaſon of the Hope that is in you..1 John 4. 1. 
Believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they 
are of God. 55 1 „ 

3. Becauſe as to Matter of Fact, Guides, and 
Teachers have cauſed the People to Sin in follow- 
ing them. Exod. 32. 5. 31 When Aaron ſaav it, 


be built an Altar before it, and Aaron made Proclama- 
tion, and ſaid, To Morrow is a Feaft. to the Lord. V. 31. 
And Moſes returned unto the Lord, and ſaid, Ob, this 
People have ſinned a great Sin, and have made them gods 
of Gold. If 3. 


12. O! my People, they which lead 
| _ thee, 
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bee, cauſe thee to err, aud deſtroy the Way of FN Paths, 


Mat. 23. 3. Do ye not after their ey for they 
ſay and do not. 
Q. What is a 5th Error of the Papiſts? 1 π., 
4. That the Pope is univerſal Head of the Church. 
. What is the Proteſtants Belief in this. Waiter? 
A. We deny that there is any ſuch viſible Head; 
Ae the Pope cannot be ſo. 
Q. How prove you that ? 
A. Becauſe neither our Creed, nor the ſacred 
Seri ares hath revealed any ſuch Thing to us. 
. Whom rben do the Proteſt ants — to OE uni- 
verſa Head of the Church? 
A. Jeſus Chriſt, and him only. 5 
Q. How prove you that ? . 
A. Becauſe the Scriptures covent: it. | Pfal. 2. 6, 
I have ſet my King upon my holy Hill of Sion. Eph. I, 
20. Aud have put all things under his Feet, and gave 
Dan te ze ib. Head over "all Things i (the Church, 
Leer is a 6th' Error of the er 0 £5: 
That Kings and Emperors ' with their re- 
Tpcdtive Subjects, are at the Pope's Diſpoſal in 
eneral ; and particularly, T That the Perſons and 
Eſtates of the Clergy are not under the Power of 
the Civil Magiſtrate. - 
Q. What is the Proteſtants Belief ? 


4. That Kings and Emperors are not properly 1 


Subjets to the Pope; nor hath the Pope any Power 
to abſolve any of their 9 from their Al- 
legiance. 

2. That even the Clergy are ſubject to ſecular 
Princes, and their Bodies and Eſtates under their 
Government. - 

. How prove you that # 

A” Becauſe they are in the Number of thoſe 
on 1 8. the Scripture chargeth Subjection Rom, 
13. Let every Soul be ſubject s, the higher 
© he Tit. 3. 1. Put them in Mind to be ſubjec 
to ee eee and n to obey Magiſtrates: I Pet 
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471. 2. 13. 14. 15. Submit your elbe to every Ordi-. 
they ¶ nance of Man for the Lord's Sake, whether it be to the 

King as  ſupream, or unto Sb as unto tbem 
- . I that are ſent by bim for the Puniſhment of evil Doeys, and 
zrch, for the Praiſe of them that do well: For ſo is the Will of . 
iter? ¶ God, that with welli doing ye may put to Silence the I- 
ad; ¶ zorance of fooliſh Men, | 

| What is a 1th Error of the Papiſts ? 

9 J. That the Pope of Rome is next cocks Chriſt, 
cred Q. What ſay the Proteſtants ? | 4 
vs. . 4.-That F is Antichriſt, becauſe none have 
uni- more the Mark of Antichriſt than he. 2111452 
2. How prove you that? [- 20-38 | 

A. Becauſe no Antichriſt c can do worſs Thiage: 
chan he. 2 Theſ. 2. 3, 4, 9, 10. That Day ſhall 
2. 6, not come, except there come a Falling away firſt, 
1. I. Hand that Man of Sin be revealed, that Son of 
gave Perdition, who oppoſeth and exalterh himſelf a-. 
eh. Ef bove all that is called God, or is worſhipped ; ſo 
\- | Wthat he, as God, ſitteth in the Temple of God, 
re- ſhewing himſelf that he is God. v. 9. Even him 
al in l whoſe coming is after the working of Satan with 
and Hall Power, and Signs, and lying Wonders: v. 10. 
er of And with all Deceivableneſs' of Linrightooulneb | in 
them that periſh. Rev. 13. throughout. * 
| . What is an 8th Error of the Papiſts? d 
der 4. "That the Proteſtants are Hereticks, for fe- 
Wer ¶parating from them. | 
Ab- Q. What ſay the Proteſtants to this? LE. 
A. They ſay, that it being granted, that the 
ular I proteſtants did ſeparate from the Church of _—_ 
theiryer that they — it upon Juſt Grounds. 3: 415 
Q How do jon prove that? . 
A. Becauſe the Aid it for the Sake of Chiif, 
Ind the Purity of Relig ion, for which Reaſon they 
are eu manded fo to diy 2 Cor. 6. 15, 16 17, 18. 
Vat Concord bath Chriſt with Belial? Or what ' Part 
hath he that believeth with an Infidel ? What Agvee- 
nent bath the Temple of Gad wvith Idols? Te are the 
: Tomple 
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the unclean Thing, and I avill receive. you, and I will be 
you, and ye oo be my Sons and Danghters, F 


T8 + ; 
Tenidle 13 the living God, . . HO come out from among 
them,and be ye * ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not 
a Father unto 
A the Lord Almighty. \ 
. What was there in the Romiſh Religion that 
occaſi boned their Separation ? 
A. In that it was a ſuperſtitions, Lk dam- 
nable, bloody, traiterous, blind, ene Re- 
Beion. 


Q. But what do yon fay, their Separation being. 0 


granted? Do they not grant their Separation 2. 

A. They need not; for the Church of Rome, 
more properly ſeparated from them, than they from 
the Church of Rome, in that they broke off from 
the Foundation of the Apoſtles Doctrine, which 
the Proteſtants retain ſtill holding the Head, the 
Papiſts having ſeparated them from their Com- 


pany, and caſt them tree for the Son of Man's * 


Lake 6. 22. 
Q. What is the gth Error * the. Papiſts ? ? 


A. That the Church of Rome is the air true 


Cllnrch. | 
Q. What ſay the OCs to t ? 
A. We deny it. 3 
Q. Why? 


As Becauſe the SW Charch agreoth, nor t 


A Definition of a true Chutch. OH! n 
. What is the true Church? © 8 
441 "The true Church is an univerſal Congrega- 
tion, or Fellowſhip of God's faithful Ele&- People, 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt being the chief. Corner-ſtone. 
Q.: What are the. Marler of; a true Church? 


„A. Such a8 theſe; Pure and ſound Bokting. 


preached, the Sacraments adminiſtred According to 


Chriſt's Inſtitution, the right Uſe of | Eccleinzitical 


for th ine. Foby 10. 4. The Sheep follow. im, 


for 


* know his Voice. Eph. 5 26. That he 
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might ſanctiſie, and cleanſe it with the Washing 
of Water by the Word. | | 5 

Q. What is a 1oth Error of the Pajiſts ?. 
A. Their praying to Saints and Angels. | 
Q. What is the Proteſtants Opinion in this Malter? 
A. That prayieg to Saints and Angels is a _ 
rous corrupting of holy Worſhip, and abominable 
in the Sight of Gd. ; 
Q. How prove you that? 
A. It is abſurd and ridiculous. + - l 
1. They being not capable to hear our Prayers, 
Abraham is ignorant of us, Iſa. 63. 16. | 
2.” In that they cannot be ſure they are all real 
Saints to whom they pray; nay, we know the 
Pope hath cannonized many wicked Men. 
3. It hath no Warrant from-the Word of God but 
forbidden. Matih. 4. 10. Him only ſhalt thou ſerves 
4. It is Idolatrous. þ ES 
5. It is injurious to the Mediatory Office of 
Chriſt. 1 Tim. 2. 5. There is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and Man, the Man Chriſt 
Jeſus: 1 John. 2. 1. If any Man Sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous. 
6. Angels refuſe it: Rev. 22. 9. See thou. do. 
it not, for I am thy Fellow-ſervant. | 
Q. Hat is a 11th Error of the Papiſts?' 
A. Their Doctrine of Purgatory. 
Q. What do you underſtand by Purgatory 2 
A. A Place wherein Saints are purged after this 
Life, that were not fully purged here,; to the In- 
tent they may. enter purer into Heaven, Bellarm.. 
de Purgat, lib. 2 cap. 6. 
Q. What is the Proteſtants Belief concerning Pavgatory? * 
A. That there is no ſuch Place, ſo the Belief 
of it is dangerous and groundleſs. | 
Q.: How prove you that there is no ſuch Pace? 
4 From: Rev. 14. 13. Bleſſed are the dead, 
that die in the Lord; from henceforrt!: : For th-. 
reſt from their 3 : c 
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- Q. Why is it dangerous und groundleſs? - < 
A. I. Becauſe there is no Ground for it in 
Scripture. 2. Becauſe they that belong to God 
can be no where afflicted, but he is aflicted with 
them; 1/z. 63. 9. In al! their Affliction he was 


afflicted. 3. Becauſe it denies the Fulneſs of Chriſt's 


Satisfaction. 4. Becauſe hereby the horrid Nature 


of Sin is leſſened. 5. Becauſe the Saints Confidence 


and Comfort is hereby impaired. The deſire that 
St. Pau! hath to be diſſolved, is, that he may be 
with Chriſt, Phil. 1. 23. „ 
Q. What is. a 12th Error of the Papiſts? 

A. That ſome Sins are venial. ES 

Q. What is the Proteſtants Belief in this Point? 

A. That no Sin is in its own Nature vgnial, but 
every Sin is deadly, and deſerves eternal Damnati— 
on. Deut. 27. 26. Curſed is every one that con- 


tinueth not in all Things written in this Law to do 


them. Ezek. 18. 4. The Soul that ſinneth, it ſhall 
die. Rom. 6. 23. The Wages of Sin is Dzath. Fam. 
a2. Io. Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and 
offend in one point is guilty of all. 
„ What is a 15th Error of the Papiſts? 
A. Their Doctrine of Merit. 
. What is the Proteſtants Opinion in this Thins ? 
A. That: the Reward of good Works is not de- 
ferved by them that receive it. | 
Q. How prove you that ? | N 
A. 1 Becauſe good Works are rewarded meerly 
out of Mercy and Grace; P/. 62. 12 Unto thes, 
© Lord, belongeth Mercy ; for thou rendereft to 
every Man according to his Work. Rom. 11. 6. 
If by Grace, then is it no more of Works, other- 
wiſe Grace is no more Grace: But if it be of Works, 
zhen it is no more Grace, otherwiſe Work is no 
more Work. Tit. 3. 5. Not by Works of Righte- 
euſneſs which we have done, but according to hi 
Percy, he. ſaved, us. 1 Pet. 1. 13, Hope to the 
And lor the Grace that. is to be brought. unto, you 
| * 
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at the Revelation of Jeſus: Chriſt. 2. Becauſe E- 
ternal Life is the Gift of God. Luke 12. 32. Ir 
is your Father's good Pleaſure to give you the 
Kingdom. Rom. 6. 23. The Gift of God is E- 
ternal Life. 3. Becauſe Believers owe all to God; 
therefore can merit nothing from him. Luke 17. 


3 j 


10. When ye have done all that ye can, ſay that 
ye are unprofitable Servants: We have done that 


which was our Duty + to do. 1 Cer 4. 7. What 
hiſt chou, that thou didſt not receive? Now, if 
thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou glory as thou 
hidſt not received it? 1 Cor. 6. 19. Ye are not 
your own. Phil. 2. 13. It is God that worketh in 
you, both to will and to do of his good Pleaſure, 

Q. Vhay is a 14th Error of the Papiſts? 

A. Their Works of Supererogation. 

Q. What ſay the Proteftants to this? 


A. That they, who in.their Obedience attain the 


greateſt Degree, fall ſhort of much, which in Duty 
they are bound to do, much leſs can they do more, 
or have any Oil to ſpare wherewith to help others? 
Matth- 25. 9. The wiſe anſwered, not ſa, leſt 
there be not enough for us and you. 

Q. What is every Man bound to do? 


4. To full Conformity in the whole Man to 


the righteous Law of God. ; 
Q not this. to be under the Law, and not under 
Grace ? | | | | 
A, Believers are not under the Law as a Cove- 
nant of Works, but as a Rule of Life. Matth. 17. 


Think. not that I am come to deſtroy the Law, or 


the Prophets: I am not come to deftroy, but ful- 


al ; Rom, 7. 12, 22. The Law is holy, and juſt, 
and good, e v. 23. I delight in the Law of God after 


the inward Man. : 


Q. May not Saints do more good than i they hade 
need of for themſelves ? 


A, No; when you have done all that is command- 


ed ia, youware unproſitable Servants, Like 7. 10. 
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and of thy Brethren, 
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Q. What is 2 15th Error of the Papifts ? 


A. Their corrupting the Doctrine of Juſtification, 


Q. Wherein do they corrupt it? 


A. They tell us we: muſt be juſtified by out 
own Righteouſneſs, and that a perfect Righteouſ- 


neſs within us. 
Q. What mean they by a perfect Righteouſneſs within? 


4. Any degree of Charity is their. Righteouſneſs. 


in Perfection. 85 | 
Q: What is the Proteſtant Doctrine concerning Fuſti- 
cation? 5 
A. That Believers are juſtified freely by the Grace 
of God, whereby he accepteth them as Righteous, 
only for the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to 
them. | | 
Q. How prove ye that ? N | 
A. By thele Scriptures, Rom. 3. 24. Being j uſtifßod 


freely by his Grace, thro the Redemption that is in . ſes 


Chriſt. Ch. 5. 8, 9. God commendeth his Love towards 


us, in that while wwe were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us, 


Much more then now. being juſt:fied Ly his Blood, we 
ſhall be ſaved from Wrath through him. Chap. 10. 3. 
They being ignorant of Gods Righteouſneſs, and going a- 
bout to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, have not ſut- 


- mitted themſelves unto the Righteouſneſs of God. Eph. 


1. 6, 7. To the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, wwhere- 
in he hath made us accepted in the Beloved : In whom 
we Have Redemption through his Blood, the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins according to the Riches of his Grace. "2 

Q. What is à 16th Error of the Papiſts? 

A. Their worſhipping of Images. 

Q. What is the Proteſtants Belief? ' 


A. That it is not lawful to make Images of God; 


nor to direct our Worſhip to an Image, or by the 
Help of an Image ; or to give religious Worſhip to 
any Creature ; Mat. 4. 10. Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only. ſhalt thou ſerve. Rev. 
19. Io. See thou do it not, 1 am. thy fellow Servant, 
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. What is 4 17th Bow of the res-: 

A. Their Preaching and Pray ing in an . 
Tongue. 

Q. What ſaith the Proteſtants ? ? 

A. That Publick Prayer is not to be made in an 
unknown Tongne, but in ſuch a Language as is 
underſtood by the common People. 

Q. What mean you by Prayer ? 

A. Confeſhon of Sin, Petition for Grace, Tater: 
ceſſion for others, and giving of Thanks. 

Q. Why muſt we not pray in an unknown Tongue? 

A. Becauſe it cannot be to Edification,, 1 Cor. 
14. 26. Let all things be done to Edifying. v. 16. 
How ſhall he that occupieth the Room of the unlearmed, 


Jay Amen at thy giving of Thanks ; ſeeing be ander- 
Handerb not what thou ſayeſt. 


Q. Why may we not Preach in an unknown Tongue? 


A. 1, For the ſame Reaſons, viz. Becauſe | it is 
not to Edification, and ſo plainly againſt the Word 
of God, 1 Cor. 14. at the beginning. 2. Becauſe it 
is againſt the Cuſtom of the Primitive Church, to 
have publick Prayer or Preaching, or Adminiſtra- 


tion of the Sacraments in a Tongue not underſtond 


by the People. 3. Becauſe the Original Ton 
are not known to all the People, who have Right 
unto, and Intereſt in the Scriptures, and are com- 
ne in the Fear of God, to read and ſearch 
them | 

Q. What is an 18th Error of the Papifts? 

A. Their Doctrine of Indulgences. 

Q. What do the Papiſts mean by their Indulgences ? 

A. An Abſolution from the Guilt of Puniſhment, 


by the SatisfaCtions which are contained in the 
I Church- -treaſury, 


Q. What is the Proteſtants Belief in this Matter? 

A. That Papal Indulgences are the worſt ef 
Cheats, and abominable Injuries to Chriſt and 
Chriftians. 


Q.. How prove you that? _ 
NY Oe 
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We! 
| A. 1. Becauſe there is no Pardon of Sin, but 
by the Mercy of God, through the Blood of Chriſt: 
Rom. 5. 1. Being juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with 
God through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Eph. 1. 7. In whom 
ave have Redemption through his Blood, the Forg:Vencſs © 
.of Sins, according to the Riches of his Grace. 2, Becaule 
there is no ſuch Thing in Scripture, that the Merits 
of one Saint {ſhould = able to make Satisfaction 
For the Sins of another. 3. It is moſt Injurious to 
+ Chriſt, who needeth not any Merits of Saints to be 
added to his Satisfaction: For by one Offering he hath 
Hates for ever them that be ſanctip ed. Heb. 10. 14, 
. at is a 19th Error of the Papiſts? 
A. Their forbidding Prieſts to marry. 
Q. What do they ſpeak of Marriage it ſelf? _ 
A. They do not forbid all Marriage, but ſpeak 
diſgracefully and contemptuouſly of it. : 
. What ſay the Proteſtants in this Matter? | 
A. That the Popiſh Doctrine forbidding to mar- 
ry, is deviliſh and wicked Doctrine. | 
Q. How prove you that? 
A. 1. Becauſe it is that which GOD not only 
alloweth, but in ſome Caſes commandeth, making 
no Exception of the Clergy from others. Matth. 
19. 11. All Men cannot receive this Saying, fave 
they to whom it is given. 1 Cor. 7. 2. To avoid 
Fornication, let every Man have his own Wite, 
Chap. 9. 5- Have we not Power to lead about a 
Siſter, a Wife as well as other Apoſtles, and as the 
Brethren of the Lord, and Cephas. 1 Tim. z. 7. 
A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, the Husband of one 
Wife. Tit. 1. 6. If any be blameleſs the Husband 
4 of one Wife, having faithful Children, Heb. 13. 4. 
( - Marriage is honourable in all, and the Bed undefil- 
| ed; but Whoremongers and Adulterers God will 


* 


| judge. 2 Becauſe it leads to much Leudneis and Vil- 
$ 7 as Fornication, Adultery, Inceſt, Sodomy, 
| Murder, c. 3. Becauſe this Doctrine is a Badge 


of Antichriſt, 1 Tim. 4. 1, 3. The Spirit ſpeakeri 
BT 


mar- 


our Sins are pardoned. 


. 

: 3 f : 
expreſly, that in the latter Times ſome ſhall de- 
part from the Faith; giving. heed to ſeducing 
Spirits, and Doctrines of Devils. v. 3. Forbidding;. 
to marry. | 5 1 

Q. What is a 20th Error of the Papiſts 

A. Denying the Doctrine of Aſſuran ce. 

). What ſry the Papiſts of it? 095% wil 
by That by ode x urance of the Pardon of 
his Sins, is a vain and ungodly Confidence. 2 

Q. What is the Proteftants Belief in this Matter 

A. That it is not only our Priviledge that we 
may, but our Duty to labour after Aſſurance that. 
2. Pet 1. 10. Give Dili 
gence to make your Calling and Election ſure; for 
if ye do theſe Things, ye ſhall never fall. 

Q. How doth it appear to be our Duty? 

A. 1. From the Nature, Uſe, and End of the 
holy Scriptures, which are a good Foundation of Aſ- 
ſurance. Rom 15. 4. Whatſoever Things were written 
aforerime, were written for our Learning, that we, 
through Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures, 
might have Hope. 2. From the Nature of Conſci- 
ence,and its Power. 1 Job. 3. 19, 20, 21, Hereby we 
know that we are of the Truth, and ſhall aſſure 
eur Hearts before him; for if our Hearts condemn 
us, God is greater than our Hearts, and knoweth all 
Things; it cur Hearts condemn us not, then have 
we Confidence towards God. 3. Becauſe it hath 
been attained by others, as Fob, David, Paul, &c. 
4. Becauſe God hath appointed Ordinances, that 
believers may have Aſſurance. 1 | 

Q. What is the 21ſt Error of the Papifts ? 

A. Their Doctrine of ſeven Sacraments” , - '* 

Q. What 26 a Sacrament 3 5 . 

A. A Sacrament is an Ordinance of Chrift, con- 
ſiſting of viſible Signs, repreſenting, ſealing, and 
applying Chriſt, and the Benefits of the new Cove 
nant to Believers, * 1 | 
Q How many Sacraments are there in the New | 


Teſtament ? C 2 A. 


7 | | : [ 16 : * ö „ ' 
"A. Only two, viz. Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. 
8 FP hich ave thoſe other five that the Papiſts have 


drimony. 4. Holy Orders. 5. Penance. 
may not theſe five be Sacramental, as well as 
be other tao ? . 

4. 1. Becauſe there are not ſufficient Parts in any 
of them to make a Sacrament. Prov. 30. 6. Add thou 
nor wnto his Words, left he reprove thee, and thou be found 
# Liar. 2. Becauſe there are no Patts of a Sacra- 


ment in any of theſe, but what is included in Baptiſm 
and the Lord's Supper. 


Q.: What is a 224 Error of the Papiſts? 
A, Their Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. 


. What do they nnderſtand by Tranſubſtantiation P- 


A. That by the Conſecration of the Bread and 
Wine, there is made a Converſion of the whole 
Subſtance of the Bread into the Subſtance of the 
Body of Chrift, and of the Wine into the Subſtance 
of the Blood of Chrift. _ ' 

Q. What Scripture do they alleage for this ? 

A. John 6. 51, 52, 53, 54, 5. 

Q. What ſay the Proteſt ants to this Aſſertion ? 

A. 1. That Chriſt bleſſed Bread and Wine; there- 
fore did not deſtroy them. 2. That it is Bread and 
Wine in the Sacrament, which Chrift hath com- 
manded his Miniſters to adminiſter, and his People 
to receive. 3. That the Apoſtle himſelf doth no 
leſs than three Times call,it Bread and Wine ; after 
Conſecration, 1 Cor. 11. 26, 27, 28. 

Q. What other Reaſons do the Proteſtants give againſt 
Tyanſubſtantiation? | 

A. 1. It takes away the great Evidence of the firlt 
Witneſſes to Chriſtianity. 1 ohn 1. That which 
we have heard, which we have ſeen with our Eyes, 
which we have looked upon, c. 2. It makes void 
the whole Inſtitution. 1. Cor. II. 23, 24. I have 


received of the Lord, that which allo I delivered 


un to 


: | 


A. 1. Confirmation. 2. Extream Undtion. 3. Ma- 
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unto you, That the Lord Jeſus, the ſame Night in 


which he was betrayed, took Bread; and when he 
had given Thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat, 
this is my Body, which is broken for you; this do 
in Remembrance of me. z. It will not allow Men 


the Privilege of Beaſts, to judge by their Senſes, 


as Seeing, Smelling, Taſting, &c. 

Q. What is the 23d Error of the Papiſts? 

d. Their denying the Uſe of the. Cup to the 
People in the Sacrament. D 

Q. What is the Proteſtants Belief in this Matter ? 

A. That every Communicant hath an undeniable 
Right to the bleſſed Cup in the Lord's Supper. 

6. How prove you that? | . 

A. 1. From the Inſtitution of this Sacrament, 
and our Saviour's Command annexed thereunto: 
Matth. 26. 27. He took the C and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it. 

2. From the Example and Appointment. of the 
Apoſtles, Mark 14. 23. And they all drank of it. 

3. Becauſe without the Czp, a Man cannot anſwer 
the End of this Sacrament. As oft as ye eat this 


Bread, and drink this Cap, you do ſhew the Loxd 


Death till he Come. 1 Cor. 11. 26. Z 

4. Becauſe the ſame Right we have to Chriſt's 
Blood, we have to the Cup. Mattb. 26. 27, 28. He 
took the Cup and gave Thanks, and gave it to them; 
ſaying, Drink ye all of it: For this is my Blood of 
the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many, for 


the Remiſhon of Sins. Luke 22. 20. This Cup is the 


New Teſtament in my Blood which is ſhed for you. 
1 Cor. 10. 16. The Cup of Bleſſing which we Bleſs, 
is it not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? 
. What is the 24th Error of the Papiſts ? 

* Their Doctrine of the 2 wore” : 

Q.: What do they underſtand by the Maſs? 
4. That which the Proteſtants ( according to the 
(cripture ) call the Lord's Supper, Papiſts call the 
Mais, whereby the Sacrament is made a _— 

1 an 
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and offered up to God. Bell. lib. 1. de Miſſa, cap. 1. 
Q. What ſay the Proteſtants of the Maſs? © 

A. That it is a vain and idolatrous Thing, as uſ- 
ed by them. | : 

Q. Why Vain ? | Heb 

A. Becanſe, by Chriſt's Sacrifice, God is ſuffici- 
ently fatisfied ; and the repenting Sinner fully ſe— 
cured, Heb. 10. 12. This Man, after he had effered one 
e for Sins, for ever ſat down on the right Hand of 
God. | 

Q. Phy Idolatrous? 

A Becanſe they make it a meer Idol, not only 
worſhipping it as God, but truſting therein for 
Salvation, as in Chriſt himſelf. | 

Q. How prove you, that the Maſs is not the very ſame 
Sacrifice with that of Chriſt crucified on the Croſs ? 

A. 1. God — Chriſt for a Sacrifice, but 
never the Maſs. FE F-0 | 

2. The Maſs is not of the ſame Sort or Kind with 
that of Chriſt crucified. | 

Q. MWherein lieth the Difference? © 

A. 1. It was the Sacrifice of the very Body born 
Gf a Virgin, but the Maſs of a Piece of Bread. 


2. There was a ſhedding of Blood, but the Maſs 


is an unbloody Sacrifice. 


3. It had the due Proportion of a Man, but the 


Maſs is a Wafer. 
Q. Ave there no more Errors of the Papiſts? 


A. Yes, many; but theſe are ſufficient to make 


the Proteſtants abhor their Church and Doctrine. 


Q. Where was the Proteſtant Religion before Luther ? 
A. In the Bible dodtrinally, and in its Fruits in 


the Hearts and Lives of all good Men. 


Q. Where were the Diſciples firſt called Chriſtians ? 
A. At Antioch the Diſciples were firſt called 


Chriſtians, As 11, 26. 


Q. Then the Name of Chriſtian had not its Riſe 
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Q. What doth the Name Chriftian put us in Mind of? 
A. It putteth us in Mind of what Chriſt hath 
done for us, and the many Benefits we obtain from 


| his Life, Death, Reſurrection, and Interceſſion. 


Q. What more ? | | We © . 

A. It is a Remembrance unto us what we ſhould 
do for Chriſt, in Gratitude of what he hath done 
for us. | a 

Q. Do not Popiſh Prieſts, Feſuites, and others that 
die for Treaſons and Murders, die Iike Chriftians ? 

4. No: True Chriſtians at their Death will give 
Glory to God. 1 | | 

Q. Do they not give Glory to God? 

A. No: It they did, they would confeſs their juſt 
Deſerts that brings them to that Puniſhment. 

Q. Why do they not confeſs their Treaſons, Murders, 
&c. when they come to die for them? | 

A. Becauſe their Church forbids them to confeſs 
to Proteſtants, whom they call Hereticks. 

Q. How doth that appear? 1 

A. In that they receive their Abſolution upon 
Condition, that they die concealing the Crime for 
which they die. N 

Q. Upon what Principle do they proceed in this? 

A. Upon this Principle: namely, That no Man 
owes his Enemy Truth, | 

Q. Wiy fo? | 

A. Beciute then he owes him what may be a 
Means for his Preſervation. 1 8 

Q. What Uſe do they make of this, Principle? 

A. That rhe Proteftants being Adverſaries to the 
Church of Rowe, her Sons owe them. nothing but 
Ruin and Deſtruction; and the vileſt Means they 
can uſe for that End, are meritorious and glorious, 


: Have not inſerted the Quotations under the fave 
laſt Queſtions, in Regard the Authors are ſo 
numerous; if the Papifts ſhall deny it, let the 
Reader peruſe what the Proteſtant Authors have 

quoted 
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2 me out of the Romanifts own Books, and he will 
nd, that they do not only make this kind of Per- 
jury blameleſs, but en Breach of Oaths i; 
no leſs with them than a Virtue, or a neceſſary Du- 
ty in many Caſes, eſpecially when any Thing of 
Moment is to be oppoſed, which is againſt the Laws 
of the Roman Church: Againſt that particularly of 
the General Council of Lateran, under Pope Inno- 
cent the III. Which forbids all Favour to be ſhowed 
to Hereticks, under the ſoreſt Penalties and Decrees ; 
That Favourers of Hereticks are under the Excom- 
munication, if they will not break their Oaths made 
in Favour of Heyeticks, and that by the ſacred De- 
cree of their Church he muſt be foreſworn, if he 
will not be Excommunicated, and thereby expoſed 
to the Violence of every Hand ; ( as Sir Edmondba- 
ry Godfrey was) yea, one that hath taken the Oaths 
of Allegiance and Supremacy, according to their 
Doctrine, fins mortally, and puts himſelf into the 
State of Damnation ; not if he rakes theſe Oaths, 
(for that their Prieſts may diſpenſe with) but if he 
keeps them. So Pope Martin the V. declared in 
writing to Alexander Duke of Lithuania, Know ( 'ays 
he) that thou finneſt mortally if thou keepeſt thy Oaths 
evith Hereticks. Apud Cochlæum, l. 5. Hf. Huſfſitarinm, 
Hereby it appears, that no Papiſt can poſſibly give 
any Security which may be truſted, that Proteſtants 
Mall enjoy any Thing which is in their Power to 
deprive them of; for the greateſt Securities that 
can be given in this Cafe, are Engagements of Faith 
and Truth ; God being invocated tor Confirmation 


in ſolemn Oaths : Bur their Religion hath laid fuch 


ſtrong Bonds upon them, to break all Bonds that 
may favour the Proteftahts, that it leaves no Hope 
of Salvation to them who will not, at their Deaths, 
take it upon their Salvation ; the greateſt Untruth, 
if the Catholick Cauſe may be holpen by it. For 


another General Council, that of Conſtance, hath . 


determined, That no Faith is to be kept with Hereticks, 
- in 
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in the 19th Seſſion of that Aſſembly, Thd? ns ſafe 
Conduct given by Emperor, Kine, or Secular Prince to 
Hereticks, or any defamed for Hereticks, though with æ 
Deſign to reduce tham, by what Engagements ſoever they 
have obliged themſelves, ſhall hinder thoſe Hereticks front 
being deſtroyed, though they come to the Place of Fudg- 
ment, relying upon ſuch Security; as in ohn Huſſe's Caſe 


-— 


by Pope John the XXII. Hereby Proteſtants may 


underitand what Reaſon they have to truſt to no- 
thing among Papiſts, but what will keep them out 
of their Power, ſeeing the Principles of that Religi- 
on (not private Mens Opinions, but the Determi- 
nation of Councils) bind them to obſerve no Faith, 
or Truth, or commen Honeſty with thoſe whom 
they account Hereticks ; no, not when Life is con- 
cern'd, rather than a Proteſtant ſhall be ſafe in any 
of his Concerns where they can reach them. Ir is æ 
Virtue, a Duty in their Religion, to ſnap aſunder 
all Security (by which the World hath hitherto 
been prelerved ) to ruin a Heretick. | 
They, who would ſee more of this at large, may 
read the Fe/ures Morals, the Practical Divinity of the 
Papifts, and Muyſtery of Feſuitiſm, beſides the late In- 
ſtinceswhich they have given at their Deaths, ho 
have been executed for Treaſon and Murderg, deny= - 
ing tne Things for which they ſuffered, though. 
proved upon them as clear as the Sun at Noon-day ; 
occaſioned by the Awe their Prieſts have upon 
them; being ſo far led away with them, that the 
Obedience of the dying Proſelyte is Prevalent, 
even above his Conſiderations for a future Eſtate. 
This will be more apparent, if we conſider, That 
Papiſts are executed in the King- 
dom of [relazd every Year for Murders, Thefts.&*cs. 
And though taken in the very Fact, yet when they 
come to die, uſually take it upon their Deaths, and 
and as they muſt appear before the great judge: that 


che 
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the Fact for which they die, as the Child unborn. 
For they having diſcharg'd their Conſciences, by 
confeſſing to the Prieſt, and received his Abfoluti- 
on, it would bring an Od:z on their Religion, and 
would be a Strengthning the Hands of the Protelt- 
ants, if the Prieſts ſhould ſuffer it. Whereas, on the 
other fide, could they perſwade the {imple Peo- 
ple to believe they died Innocent, they lope it 
may lay a Stain upon that Religion, which they 
— #8 often by the Name of Hereſy. And though 
thoſe Prieſts have always that Regard to their 
Church, as to impoſe upon the Prifoner , to let the 
World know he dieth a Roman Catlolick; yet they 
Have alſo much Care' of the Man, that he muſt not 
defire the Prayers of any but Papiſts. 


eonfiderate Man will eafily Judge, without Breach 


of Charity, upon what Ground ſuch Men are ſedu- 


ced to commit a Sin, and then out-Face the Truth 
of the Matter of Fact, even in the Face of Death, 


Ecauſe the Papiſts ſhall not ſay, the Charge I 
give their Religion under the eight Error is 


groundleſs, I ſhall inſtance in particular; And, 


1 ſay, Tis a Superſtitions Religion. 

It. were innumerable to account rhe many vain 
Fopperies in their Devotions which they place Re- 
tigzon. in: As the Tooth. of St. Chriſtopher. The 
| Hair of St. Peter's Beard. The Shift that came off 

the Back of the bleſſed Virgin Mary. And the Duſt 
and Vermine which they keep of ſome Saints. Valla, 
= great Perſon ef Learning and Eminency among 
chem, ſaith, * There are ten Thouſand ſuch Things 


*.;jn Home; if the Hoſt fall to the Ground, it. muſt 
be licked up, the Ground is to be ſcraped, and 
* the Scrapings. reduced to. Aſhes, are to have 

Place among their: Reliques. i” 
Ads: to-this their- Holy, Water, theirs Salt, their; 
ws: ; Sgpitele 


Theſe Things being ſo uſual among them, any 


| «5 | 
orn. I Spittle, their Holy-Oyl, their Beads, Whippings, 
„by Fiſh-days, Pilgrimages, Nunneries, Croſſing them- 
luti- © ſelves, baptizing of Bells, Fonts, &c. So that the 
and great Eraſmus, in his Annotations, approved by Pope 
teſt. I Leo the X. ſaith, © Their whole Religion is almoſt 
the © brought to their ſuperſtitious Treatment of Re- 
Peo- ( liques, thro' the Covetouſneſs of Prieſts, and the 
Pe it Hypocrifie of Monks, fed by the Fooliſhnefs- of 
they I the People. | 


DU)gh | | 
their 2. *Tis an Idolatrous Religion. 
t the In invocating Saints, adoring the Hoſt, and wor- 


they I ſhipping Images: Their worſhipping of Reliques, 
t not I giving religious Worſhip to ſuch Things as they do 
but fancy to be Reliques; and not only when they 
any Hare whole and found, but when they are corrnpt- 
each ed, and reduced to Duſt, or Nothing ele left of 
ſedu- them but the Vermine bred in them. Henricus, one 
"ruth of the School-Doctors, concludes, © That the Re- 
eath. liques, in the Form of Duſt and Aſhes, may and 
' ought to be adored, but not under the Form of 
rge 1 Vermine; and gives ſome Reaſon for it. But ; 
ror is their great Va/quez rejects this Scruple, and the * 
* Ground of it as vain and frivolous; and concludes, 
They may be worſhipped, as well when they are 
Vermine, as when they are Aſhes. Beſides their 
in Angel-worſhip, Image-worſhip, and Saint-worſhip. 


3. 'Tis a Damnable Religion. 

| In that it overthrows the very Foundation of 

Chriftianity ; their Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation 

| overthrows the Truth of Chriſt's Humane Nature; = 

{their proper Sacrifice, his only. Sacrifice for Sin of- [| 

tered once for all; their Doctrine of Merits, his j 

Merits : The Multitude of Mediators among them, | 

deny that only. Mediator betwixt God and Man, A 

the Man Jeſus. Chrift : Their Sacrificing-prieſts 

overthrows Chriſts Prieftly Office : Their vilifying 

che. Scriptures, and ſetting up their unwritten Tra- ; 
: ; 
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the Fact for which they die, as the Child unborn, 
For they having diſcharg'd their Conſciences, by 
confeſſing to the Prieſt, and received his Abſoluti- 
on, it would bring an Odium on their Religion, and 
would be a Strengthning the Hands of the Proteft- 
ants, if the Prieſts ſhould ſuffer it. Whereas, on the 
other fide, could they perſwade the {imple Peo- 
ple to believe they died Innocent, they lope it 
may lay a Stain upon that Religion, which the 

eall ſo often by the Name of Hereſy. And though 
thoſe Prieſts have always that Regard to their 
Church, as to impoſe upon the Prifoner , to let the 
World know he dieth a Roman Cathbolick ; yet they 
Have alſo much Care of the Man, that he muſt not 
defire the Prayers of any but Papiſts. 


Theſe Things being to uſual among them, any 
_ eonfiderate Man will eafily Judge, without Breach 


of Charity, upon what Ground ſuch Men are ſedu- 
ced to commit a Sin, and then out-Face the Truth 
of the Matter of Fact, even in the Face of Death. 


cauſe the Papiſts ſhall not ſay, the Charge ! 
give their Religion under the eight Error is 
groundleſs, I ſhall inſtance in particular; And, 


. ſay, Tis a Superſtitious Religion. 

It. were innumerable to account the many vain 
Fopperies in their Devotions which they place Re- 
tigzon. in: As the Tooth. of St. Chriſtopher. The 
Hair of St. Peter's Beard. The Shift that came off 
2he Back of the bleſſed Virgin Mary. And the Duſi 
and Vermine which they keep of fome Saints. Valla, 
= great Perſon ef Learning and Eminency among 
mhem, ſaith, There are ten Thouſand fac Things 


*in Rome; if the Hoſt fall to the Ground, it. muſt 


be licked up, the Ground is to be ſcraped, and 
* the Scrapings reduced to. Aſhes, are to have 
Place among their; Reliques. 


Ade: te- this their - Holy, Water, their: Salt, their]; 


Spictle 


le; 
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$pittle, their Holy-Oyl, their Beads, Whippings, 
Fiſh-days, Pilgrimages, Nunneties, Croſſing them- 
ſelves, baptizing of Bells, Fonts, &c. So that the 
great Eraſmus, in his Annotations, approved by Pope 
Leo the X. ſaith, Their whole Religion is almoſt 
© brought to their ſuperſtitious Treatment of Re- 
Gliques, thro' the Covetoutneſs of Prieſts, and the 
Hy pocriſie of Monks, fed by the Fooliſhnefs of 
the People. | 


5 2. Ti an Idolatrous Religion. 

In invocating Saints, adoring the Hoſt, and wor- 
ſhipping Images: Their worſhipping of Reliques, 
giving religious Worſhip to ſuch Things as they do 
but fancy to be Reliques; and not only when they 
are Whole and found, but when they are corrnpt- 
ed, and reduced to Duſt, or Nothing elſe left of 
them but the Vermine bred in them. Henricus, one 
of tie School-Doctors, concludes, © That the Re- 
liques, in the Form of Duſt and Aſhes, may and 
* ought to be adored, but not under the Form of 
' Vermine ; and gives ſome Reaſon for it. But 
their great Va/quez rejects this. Scruple, and the 
Ground of it as vain and frivolous; and concludes, 
They may be worſhipped, as well when they are 
* Vermine, as when they are Aſhes. Belides their 


Angel-worſhip, Image-worſhip, and Saint-worſhip. 


3. 'Tis a Damnable Religion. | 
- In that it overthrows the very Foundation of 
Chriftianity ; their Doctrine of Tranſubftantiation 
overthrows the Truth of Chriſt's Humane Nature; 


I their proper Sacrifice, his only Sacrifice for Sin of- 


fered once for all; their Doctrine of Merits, his 
Merits : The Multitude of Mediators among them, 
deny that only. Mediator betwixt God and Man, 


the Man. Jeſus. Chrift : Their Sacrificing-priefts-. 


overthrows Chriſts Prieftly Office: Their vilifying 
che. Scriptures, and ſetting up their un W ra- 


/ 
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ditions to be received with equal Reverence with 


them, overthrows Chriſt's Prophetical Office. 

The great Article of Forgiveneſs of Sins, and free 
Juſtification through the Grace of God in Jeſu 
Chriſt, is overthrown by their Doctrine of Mert, 
Pardons, Ind ulgences, &c. 8 


4. *Tis 4 Bloody Religion, whevein Papal 
Rome exceeds Heathen Rome. 
Witneſs, The horrid Murders and Maſlacres of 
the poor Waldenſes, who have been perſecuted with 
Fire and Sword, Arms and Inquiſitions, and very 
many thouſands (.nay infinite Numbers ) of them 
have been inbumanely Murdered. 

That barbarous and prodigious Villany, and great 
Maſlacre of Proteſtants. in France, Anno 1572, Where 
about 30 or 40000 Innocent Proteſtants in Paris, and 
other Parts of France, were ſuddenly. and inhumane- 
ly murdered by Papifs. | | | 

Witneſs, Spain's Invincible Armada, in Anno 1588. 
When Rome's Force threatned to ſwallow us vp, 
Witneſs the Gun-Powder-Treafon, à black and unpar- 
allel'd Viltany, worthy Rome and a Feſwit ; The 
blowing up of a whoie Parhament, King, Lords, 
and Commons, the murdering a Kingdom in its 
Repreſentatives, and this in a Moment. 

After that, their bloody Rebellion in Ireland, 
where they murdered a Hundred Thouſand Prote- 
ſtants in cold Blood, without any Provocation given, 
but counting it meritorious to kill Hereticks. 
Add to this their bloody traiterous Deſign againſt 

King Charles II. the Government, and the Proteſtant 
Religion; a Conſpiracy had it taken, might have 
turned England into an Aceldama, a Field of Blood; 
or Shambles of Popiſh-Butchers, Theſe Things conſi- 
dered, I hope no Man will be ſo mad to kiſs the 
Pope's Toe, until his Nails be pared ; fo as he will not 
ſcratch, and make the Blood run about the. Mouths 


ef Chriſtians. 
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1 "Tis. a Tratterous: Religion, [ra ty 
For they teach, © That the Pope may depoſe the 
© Emperor, or a King not, ſubject to the, Emperor: 
© That the Pope may lawfully abſolve Subjects from 
© their Oath of Allegiance, i 
That Subjects, if they have the Pope's conſent 
(which they are ſure to have, if it makes for his 
Intereſt) may depoſe their Kings. That if the King 


Pg 


be a manifeſt Heretick, (as all the Proteſtants ars 
with them) then the Church may depoſe him. Nor 


have they been wanting to put this their Principle 
into Practice, ſo often as they could find Occaſion: 
As their Attempts on Queen Elizabeth by Piſtol, 
Dagger: On King James, by Pouder-treaſon. On 
King Charles I. Oc. : „ 

Nor have we only Inſtances at Home, but A- 
broad; the Murder of Henry the 4th of France, and 


many others; but above all, the anparallel d Murder 


of that Emperor, whom they poiſoned with the 
Sacra ment; I call ir unßbaralleld having never met 
with a Religion before, that would poiſon their God, 
to hull their Emperor] tor 


6. * Tis a Bled Bitens ; 42 | 


It leads Men out of the Way of, Salyation * It 
hides the Danger of Damnation (to all who have not 
their Hearts throughly changed from the love of Sin, 
to the love of God and Holineſs ) from their Eyes; 
it covers the Pit ( whoſe Deſcent is into that which 
is bottomleſs ) with Spiders Webs, and perſwades 
them *tis firm Ground; it leaves them no Senſe, nor 
notice of many Sins, no Conſcience of the moſt, no 
Fear of any, no not of the workt, ſuch as themſelves 


call deadly Crimes; it gives as much Security to ſuch 


Wickednels, as a Heirt that hath ſold it ſelf to it, 
need wiſh for: It keeps the Bible, the Law of the 
Lord, which good Men make a Light to their Feet, 
and a Lanthorn to their Paths, away from them ; it 
will not ſuffer Men to believe their Senſes, or act 


— 


„ = 
their Reaſon, nor bottom their Faith upon the 
Seriptures. That, as that General firſt blinded the 
Men, then Jed them into the Enemies. Quarters, 
fo do they; and all the Anſwer you ſhall have from 
the common Sort mong them, is this, . They believe 
Ar the _— bids them, and if be deceive them, the 
Devil take him. | : 5 
And as their Faith is, ſuch is their Devotion, the 
Matter of their Prayer is Jock'd up from them, and 
they as little concerned to know what becomes of 
them; ſure, if the blind lead the blind, they muſt both 
fall into the Ditch, 


Laftly, * Tis a Blaſpbemous Religion, 

In aſcribing the peculiar Excellencies of the 
ivine Ay, and the Prerogatives of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to the biefſed Virgin, and other Crea- 

Lures, and to their Popes, tho' divers of them ( as 
themſelves acknowledge) were Monſters and Incar- 
nate Devils. 5 | 

When one Phocas took the Emperor Maurice and 
his Family, Priſoners, who was his lawful Sovereign, 
and having ſlain his Wife and Children before his 
Eyes, not ſparing the little Innocent which hung at 
the Breaft, did afterward cauſe his Maſter's Throat 
to be cut likewiſe; a Procedure ſo black and bar- falle 

Barous, that Hiſtorians cannot mention it without © Fj 

Horror. i; Ee 
- Yet Pope Gregory 5 this bloody Trea- that 

Fon, with abominable Blaſphemies, and begins his me, 

Addreſs to this Phocas in his 36 Epiſtle with Gloria my 

zn Excelſis, the Song of the Angels at the Nativity of I bach 

our Saviour, Glory be to God on High; and then pro- Cha 
ceeds, Let the Heavens ſend forth Acclamations, the 

Zarib leap for Foy, and let all the People be glad thereof, find 

The Fate! frequently teach, that Jeſus Chriſt I make 
ight have ſinned, might have been ſubject unto 
ices, might have fallen into Error and Folly ; and I the 
that it is no more repugnant to him to * and 
2 pea 


that of Rome. | 
me, and I cannot but eſteem it an eſſential Part of 


enn, 
ſpeak a Thing falſe K it ſelf, by the Nature be 
hath aſſumed, than to be tormented and die in the 


ſame Nature; ſo 4micgs, ſo Vaſquez, and many morg 


of them. 55 1 
No other Sort of Hereticks, (not excepting Tut, 


Fer, nor Pagan, no not thoſe of Calecut, who adorg 
the Devil) did ever maintain by the Grounds gf 


Religion, that it was lawful, ar rather merito- 
rious (as the Romiſh Catholicks call it) to Murder 
Princes or People, for the Quarrel of Religy n; 
and altho' particular Men of all Profeſſions Re: 
ligion, have been, ſome Thieves, ſome Murtherexg,. 
ſome Traytors; yet ever when they came to their 
End and juſt Puniſhment, they confeſſed their Faul 


to be in their Nature, and. not in their Profeſhon. 


But theſe Perſans cleave to it at their Deaths as 
zealouſly, as if all they had been doing were by the 


immediate Guidance of the bleſſed Spirit. Such is 
their Blaſphemy! . TY 
A Proteſtant Father's Letter of Advice to his Son, in 
Danger of being ſeduc d to Popery \ 
B* a Letter laſt Week from your Uncle, I am 
to my Grief informed, that you have latel 
fallen into the unhappy Acquaintance of ſome Popifo- 
Emiſſaries, and are in Danger of being Invei 
by them, to revolt from the Proteſtant Church 0 
I confeſs the News much ſurpriz'd 


my Fatherly Care to admoniſh and warn yon, 
both of the Unreaſonableneſs, and Danger of ſuch & 
Change. I do not much admire, that thoſe thar 


have been always converſant in Darkveſs, ſhould 


find their Eyes offended with the Light; which . 
makes me extend very charitable Thoughts to poor 


Souls train'd up in Papal Ignorance, labouring under 


the almoſt invincible Prejudices of corrupted Education 


and Erroneous Principles; but that you, born ant 
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brought up in a Goſpel Meridian, and (as 1 well 


hop'd ) underſtendingly grounded in the Proteſtant 


Doctrine, ſhould now ſtagger in thoſe important 
Truths, and be bro my and Cheated out of the Re- 
ligion ſealed with the Blood of your Martyr'd An- 


ceſtors, and hazard your Soul by a Relapſe to that 
long ſince exploded Faction, and their Haviſh as well 


as ridiculous Superſtitions, is Matter of no leſs Wonder, 
than Trouble to me: The rather, for that T am 
ſatisfied, your Circumſtances admit not of any Temp- 
_ Fations of Profit or Honour to Engage you to their 
Party ; and, without thoſe Allurements, I profeſs you 
are the firſt that my Experience can remember in 
Danger of ſuch a ſhameful Apoftaſy. 

T hall not ſwell this Paper with a particular E- 
xamen of all the Romiſh Errors; that Task has been 
ſufficiently and unanſwerably performed by Mul- 
titudes of our learned Writers, to whom I refer 

ou, and charge you to weigh their Arguments 

eriouſly, before you ſuffer your Judgment to be 
debauched to a contrary Perſwaſion; but, becauſe 
I have ſome hopes your Duty, and filial Reſpeſt 
may oblige you to a more near and ſenſible regard 
of what is ſaid (tho' briefly and weakly) by my elf, 
(that can have no Defign but the good of your 
Soul) than to-the abler Reaſonings of others more 
remote; I ſhall offer ſome General Conſiderations 
which, methinks, ſhould deter you from caſting 
away your ſelf in their Communion. | 


Nirſt. then, I do affirm to you, That. the Body of 


the Popiſh Religion ( ſo far as it differs from the 
Proteſtant )-is compoſed ( notwithſtanding all their 
Pretences to Antiquity ) of ſtrange Doctrine s, Innova- 
tions and Abuſes never inſtituted by Chriſt, nor war- 
rantable by Holy Scripture, nor known, nor praQis'd 
an the Primitive Church, but introduced at ſeveral 


Times, in latter Ages, meerly to ſerve the Pride or 


the Vanity, the Covetouſneſs, or the Senſuality of the 
Inventors. 
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2. That their  Do&rines interfere with, and in- 


fringe the Greatneſs and Sovereignty of God, and tend 


to the diminifhing the Honour, and Service due to 
him; Witneſs their dividing Adoyation betwixt Him and 
Images, Invocation betwixt Him and the Church, &c. 
Now what groſs and horrible Sacrilege is this? 
What 1s 1t leſs, than to diveſt Him of His Royalty, 
and give his Glory to another? 85 

3. Their Doctrines tend to the dethroning of Chriſt, 
the diſparaging His Performances, and Iſſening the Glo- 
ry and Praiſe belonging to Him; Witneſs their divid- 
ing their Sovereignty and Headſbip betwixt Him and the 
Pope; Satisfaction betwixt his Sufferings and their own 
Merit; and Interceſſions betwwixt Him and Saints. 

4. Their Do#rines are againſt the Power of God- 


Ine, and rob God of H's prime Sacrifice, the Heart; 
Witneſs their Tenets, that the Opus operatum is e- 


nough, their Prayers in an unknown -Tongue, and 
their Aſſigning to God chiefly External, Superficial: Ser- 
dice, conſiſting in a Rabble of Empty, Childiſh Rites ; 
and gaudy Ceremonies, thereby taking from Him the 
nobles Part of His Creature, without which; the Ser- 
vice or Emacerations of the Body, how ſplendid or ſe- 


vere ſoever, are no more pleaſing to Hm, than the 


noiſome Evaporations of a putrid Carcaſe to us. 

5. Their Doctrines tend not only thus to Formality 
and Lukewarmneſs, but to open Prophanenefs and Diſ- 
ute Living; Witneſs their Notion of Venial Sins, 
their Ab/olutions, Indulgences, Diſpenſations &c. It be- 
ing obſervable, that the moſt ignorant and careleſs, 
or the moſt wicked and debauched, make up the 


reateſt Part of their Proſelytes ; nor is it ſtrange, 


ince falſe Principles and bad Lives (like Ice and 
Water) mutually beget each other. \ 
6. Their Doctrines are abſurd. 8 

I. Witneſs their Fancy of the Pope's Infallibiliiy; You 
an ſcarce. caſt your Eye on any Story, where the 
Many of Pope's is not at large diſcovered ; And 
who can believe that the pure Spirit of GOD — 
| endew 
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land oftentimes 2 ſad one) makes his Creator; and ia 


Nate and juſt Rights of Princes; Witneſs their Uſurpation 


| 3 25 
endow with Hfallibility of Judgment, Monſters ſo vi- fron 
6ibly falfome and abominable ? We find that the Holy I that 
Ghoſt did, under the Law, hate and forbid all Iuiburi. ¶ fiites 
ties, though in meer outward Cincumſtauces; how Relig 
then ſhould he, under the brighter Light of the Go- Hall t. 
Apel, ſuffer bim/elf to be poured out of one unclean I Luſt 
Veſſel into another; beginning again with a Con- 
jurer, where he left with a Sodomite, | 1 
2. Witneſs likewiſe their Prayers for the Dead: A- 
Practice (F [ may. uſe ſo light a Compariſon) altogether 
as ©4in and impertinent, as that of Bowlers ſtrenuouſſ 
crying out ub or fiy, after they have delivered 
their Caf. | ak | = 

3. Witneſs too their Darling Whimſy of the Covporeal 
Preſence, attended with a numerous Train of Contradicfi. 
| ons and Incongruities : They ſay, it is a Sacrament (o 
Sen) and can it be at once both the Sizr and T hing 
Ggnifed : If it be Chrif's Body really, how is it 
pony: If Sacramentally, bow really and 
corporally 2 They ſay there is no real Prefence,#i the 
Prieſt repeat the Words : And if ſo, then the Creature, 


receiving the Creator is comprehended by the Crea- 
ture; Abſurdities nothing ſbort of Blaſphemy ! When out 
Caviaur inſtituted the Supper, and {aid, Take, eat, &6- 
Was the Bread and Wine, both the Giver and the Gift, 
the. Body bleſſing and the Body bleſt : Did the 
fame Body hold the ſame Body in its own Fingers! 
Vas it eaten in Pieces by every one of the Diſciples 
and yet then all cube without them all? Adyſterics 
Religion may be above, but never ſo dive#ly againf 
&fon ; and I ſeriouſly admire any Man of Senſe cant 
be a Papi, when the chief Demonſtration of his Re- 
ligion, muſt be, his not underftanding it. Oz 
4. Their Doctrines are dangerous to the temporal E- 7 
in: A 
the Bl 
their | 
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over { wot to nations of ) Kings, Diſpong 
Crowns, dab, EY — 4 —.— 


. Subjects from ww Allegtance C 
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ö 8 
ſo vi- from being ſaited- within the Order of the Goſpel, 
Holy that the main Deſign of their Pope's, Cardinals, 2 
punts MY fuites, and Fryers of many Sorts ( efteemed of the 
- how Religions Tribe) is but to advance themſelves above 
e Go. all that is called God, and to gratify their baſe 
clean Luſts, inſtead of pleaſing of Him. bf. | 


Con- 5 
| Directions how you may keep hour ſelf from being 

d: A- N r — 

gether | | | 

aouſly 1. C Tudy to have right Netions and due Appreben- 

ivered ſons of the Matter, Import, and chief Defign 


of the Goſpel : Be not a Stranger to the Knowledge 
wporeal N of God in Feſns Chriſt, and the bleſſed Spirit, A- 
adicti- quaint your ſelf with the Myftery of the Goſpel, as 
ent (o Mit lies in the Perſon, Nature, Offices, Life and 
Thing Death of the LORD Redeemer. Let the Scriptures 
w is it be your conftant Counſeljour ; without Knowledge 
y and the Heart cannot be good, and a bad Heart is pre- 
tl tie par'd to ſuck in bad Principles: Tis not for nothing 
ature, the Papiſts make Ignorance the Mother of their Devotion : 
and in They, that have truly learnt Chriſt and the Goſpel, 
Crea- vill hardly be taught by Rome's School-maſter s. 
enour:. Study a ſound and through Converſion: I never 
t, &c. yet knew any Man bleſt with a broken and contrite 
e Gift, Heart (that is, a Heart broken for Sin, and a Heart 
d the broken off from Sin) that ever was taken with 
ngers? their Religion. 5 „ 
iſeiples 3. Get a faithful and tender Conſcience ; 1 ſay Fairb- 
Werie I, for then it will not be ſatisfied, with Droſs in- 
again tend of Gold, with Paint inſtead of true and ſound 
ſe canfity. A faithful Conſcience will inform you, that God 
his Re- Ii a Spirit; and the more ſpiritual we are in our 
Devotions, the more we pleaſe Him: That tis not a 
pompous, but a pure Worſhip that he is delighted 
n: And as to Expiation of our Guilt, nothing but 
the Blood of Chrif can take away Sin; that tis not 
their blind Penances, Pilgrimages, Croſſings, Cringiner, 
fill anſwer the great End of our Redemption ; = * 
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Heart devoted to His Fear and Love, and a Mind 
fully ſer upon Hm. 5 

4. Be well acquainted with the Plague of your 
own Heart, the Nature of Original Sin, how it hath 
defiled and weakned all the Powers of the Soul, 

This will let you ſee the Necellity there is for the 
bleſſed Spirit to heal and help thoſe ſpiritual Diftem- 
pers; That without Him you can do nothing; that tis 
he, that works in you both to quill and do. 

5. Look upon Superſtition as a Fruit of the Fleſh; 
and that nothing is more grateful to Fleſh and 
Blood, than Idolatry and Formaliiy; they that know 
what Pronenels there is in the Nature of Man toa 
carnal, ſenſual, vain Religion, will not think it ſtrange, 
that the Papiſts have foiſted in io many fulſome 
Things into their Worſhip, to comply with the car- 
nal Humours of Men. | | 

6. Be much in the Duty of 7dortification, and 
that will acquaint you with the Way, Means, and, 
Manner of it; tis through the Spirit, Believers come 
to Mortify the Deeds of the Fleſh ; at beſt the 

Popiſb Penances can but pen up Sin; but the next 
Temptation will break the Hedge: Whereas the 
bleſſed Spirit lays his ſtrong Hand upon the irrita- 
ting Power of indwelling Sin, and thereby ſubjects 
the Heart unto himſelf; he heals the Pollution of 
our Nature, renews us in the Spirit of our Minds, 
cleanſes our AﬀeCtions, and thereby cauſes us, who 
formerly delighted in Fleſh-pleaſing Vanities, to 
delight our ſelves in Hin, His Word, Will, Way, &c, 
7. Know the Miſchief of Idolatry ; The ſetting 
your ſelf againſt Heart Idols, will keep you from 
Idol-Worſhip. You know, who tells us expreſly, 
1 will not give my Praiſe to gravenlmages: Remember 
how ſmartly the Fews ſuffered for this Sin, and yet 
had not ſuch 4 ſpiritual Diſpenſation as we that 
are under the Goſpel; if it be ſo dangerous to 
ſhape Ideas of God in our Fancies and Imaginati- 
ens, though never ſo much raiſed in our Invention, 
e Wh 8 
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ſuch Images are found in Mod pe Cloth? 
Laſtly, Allow your in no known Sin; tis the 
Conſcience being made deceitful. through ſuch 
deceitful Works, that makes People forward to 
cover themſelves with thoſe Figments of Popery , 
whereas the. Man that makes it his due Care, and 
Conſcience to keep himſelf unſpotted from: allow- 
ed evil, is the likelieſt Man to ſave himſelf frgm 
ſuch an nntoward Generation of Men, as would. 
put ſuch a Yoke on us, as neither we nor our Fathers 
were able to bear. ; Fi "ORR 
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